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NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Proclamation 6533—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 1993
March 6, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The story of the Irish in America, of those

millions of Americans who trace their ances-
try back to the Emerald Isle, is typical of
so many American immigrants, yet is also
uniquely influenced by the rich culture of
Ireland. Like so many of our forebears, they
came to this land seeking a better future. In
the process of becoming Americans, they
changed themselves, changed America, and
changed the world.

By 1776, 300,000 natives of Ireland had
already emigrated to the Colonies. They
fought bravely in the American Revolution
and helped to establish a new Nation. Eight
signatories of the Declaration of Independ-
ence were of Irish origin. In the early years
of the young Republic, as workers on the ca-
nals and railroads, they played a major role
in the settlement of the West.

However, it was not until the great potato
famine of the late 1840s that the trickle of
Irish immigration became a flood. More than
one million Irish men and women came to
the United States during that period. They
moved primarily into our great cities, which
they quickly transformed into the bustling
beehives of activity that they have been ever
since.

Confronted by prejudice and sign after
sign proclaiming ‘‘No Irish Need Apply,’’ the
new immigrants immersed themselves in the
politics of such cities as New York, Boston,
and Chicago. In fact, the political legacy of
the Irish-American community may well be
the most important of all its contributions to
our Nation. Presidents John F. Kennedy and
Ronald Reagan, as well as 16 other Presi-
dents, have proudly proclaimed their Irish-
American heritage. America has been blessed

by the leadership of other Irish Americans
as well, including Mike Mansfield, Tip
O’Neill, and Tom Foley in the Congress, and
Al Smith, Ray Flynn, and Richard Daley at
the State and local levels.

However, the contributions of Irish Ameri-
cans go well beyond politics. In Washington,
D.C., alone, James Hoban designed and su-
pervised the construction of the White
House and assisted in the construction of the
Capitol; Colonel Thomas Lincoln Casey
completed the construction of the Washing-
ton Monument after it had been abandoned
during the Civil War; and William Wilson
Corcoran founded the gallery that now bears
his name.

Irish Americans have also enriched the
culture of their adopted land. Whether we
think of Finley Peter Dunne, who satirized
politics in the early 20th century; Jimmy
Breslin, who has done much the same more
recently; or Eugene O’Neill, one of the great
playwrights of all time, the Irish contribution
to American literature is broad and deep. In
the performing arts, composer George M.
Cohan, dancer Gene Kelly, and actress Grace
Kelly have come to symbolize America to the
world.

In tribute to all Irish Americans, the Con-
gress, by House Joint Resolution 500, has
designated March 1993 as ‘‘Irish-American
Heritage Month’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this month.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States,
do hereby proclaim March 1993 as Irish-
American Heritage Month. I urge all Ameri-
cans to observe this month with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:34 a.m., March 8, 1993]
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NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 9.

Proclamation 6534—To Revoke
Proclamation No. 6491 of October
14, 1992
March 6, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Whereas, the provisions of the Davis-

Bacon Act of March 3, 1931 (46 Stat. 1494,
as amended), and the provisions of all other
acts, Executive orders, proclamations, rules,
regulations, or other directives providing for
the payment of locally prevailing wages,
which provisions are dependent upon deter-
minations by the Secretary of Labor under
the Davis-Bacon Act, were suspended by
Proclamation No. 6491 of October 14, 1992,
within specified geographic areas affected by
Hurricanes Andrew and Iniki until otherwise
provided;

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, do by this Proclamation
revoke Proclamation No. 6491 of October 14,
1992, as to all construction contracts for
which bids are opened or negotiations con-
cluded on or after fifteen (15) days after the
date of this Proclamation, whether direct
Federal construction or federally assisted
construction subject to Proclamation No.
6491.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of March, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:21 p.m., March 8, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 8, and it

was published in the Federal Register on March
10.

Remarks to the Legislative
Conference of the National League
of Cities
March 8, 1993

The President. Thank you very much,
Mayor Fraser, ladies and gentlemen. It’s a
great honor for me to be here. This is a pretty
rowdy bunch. [Laughter] A vital group, a
group more interested in change than in
more of the status quo, I think. I look around
this audience today, and already, just walking
in and looking in the crowd and saying hello
to people here at the head table, I see people
without whom I would not be standing here
today. I thank those of both parties and those
who run as independents for your support
of this plan. And I say again what I always
feel when I’m with a group of people from
America’s cities and small communities or
from the States, and that is I feel very much
at home.

A lot of times my friends ask me what’s
the difference from being President and hav-
ing any other kind of job or the life you used
to have. The following thing occurred to me
the other day in the White House. I was
down on the ground floor; I had been out
running or something, and I was going back
up to get ready to start the day’s work. And
a group of people were coming out who had
been at a meeting there, at another meeting
with other people. And I ran into them and
stopped and shook hands with them. It was
totally an impromptu thing. And this man
who worked at the White House said, ‘‘Mr.
President, I’m really sorry that you had to
confront those people.’’ And I said, ‘‘That’s
all right. I used to be one once.’’ [Laughter]
I look forward to being one again someday.
[Laughter]

The work of this White House has been
very much influenced by many of you in this
group. And I assure you that you will be rep-
resented in the future. We have a strong
intergovernmental affairs group that works
every day with leaders at the city and county
and State level, including Regina Montoya
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